                   Разноуровневое задание   для 8 класса

Read the text. 

1. Travel agencies started long ago. Thomas Cook was one of the first travel agents. He started to organize excursions by train in the middle of the last century. Later on, he also organized excursions from England to European continent. In 1890 he began to sell travel tickets to places in England. 

2. Today, travel agents offer all kinds of holidays to all types of people, as nearly everybody can afford some sort of holidays. Travel agents think that their customers (клиенты) consist of certain types of people. For each type, they try to offer the «right» kind of holiday, at the «right» price in the «right» country. All this has to be planned very carefully. So, while most people are still busy buying Christmas presents, the travel agents have already decided where their customers will be going next summer, what kind of things they will be doing there and how much money they will be spending on their holidays. 

3. Sometimes the agents are right (people will be doing exactly what the travel agents have planned for them) but sometimes they are wrong. All this makes their business rather risky, because if they make mistakes, they can lose a lot of money. 

4. In spite of the many advantages which travel agents can offer, there are still quite a few people who «go it alone», choosing their own destination and booking their tickets and accommodation themselves. 
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1) Choose the right variant according to the text. 

1. There are quite a few people who … 

a) go to the travel agencies. 

b) plan their travelling themselves. 

c) can afford some sort of holidays. 

2. The agents can’t lose a lot of money if … 

a) people plan their holiday themselves. 

b) they plan the holidays carefully. 

c) they will be risky. 

3. Thomas Cook sold travel tickets … 

a) to Europe. 

b) to places in Scotland. 

c) to places in England. 
2) Using the text, write the antonyms to the following words. 

right – carefully – 

disadvantages – nobody – 

often – sell – 

3) Answer the following questions. 

1) Why do travel agents plan holidays very carefully? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) What is Thomas Cook famous for? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) What does the sentence «people who can do without travel agents» mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1) T (true) or F (false). 

1.___ Travel agents can’t offer all kinds of holidays. 

2.___ Travel agents planned the holidays carefully. 

3.___ It’s important for travel agents to make the right prediction. 

4.___ All people use travel agencies’ services. 

5.___ Travel agencies started their work long ago. 

6.___ Travel agents can lose a lot of money if they make mistakes. 

2) Number the following sentences in the correct order and retell the text. 

1.___ They have to plan holidays very carefully. 

2.___ Some people choose their own destination and book their tickets and accommodation themselves. 

3.___ In 1890 Thomas Cook, one of the first travel agents, began to sell travel tickets to places of England. 

4.___ Travel agent’s business is rather risky because if they make mistakes they can lose a lot of money. 

5.___ Nowadays, travel agencies help people to plan all kinds of holidays. 

6.___ Travel agencies started long ago. 

3) You are in a travel agency. Ask a travel agent three questions about your holiday. 

1.__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.______________________________________________________________________________

